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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR TO ITALY 

REF: ROME 15960 

1 ; IGNATIUS JULIUS DAWER DURLONG WAS BONR 1930 IN PLATEAU 
PROVINCE (NOW PLATEAU STATE), NORTH-CENTRAL NIGERIA. AFTER WORKING 
FOR SEVERAL YEARS AS A TEACHER AND HEADMASTER, HE TRAVELED TO 
U.K., STUDIED AT ST. MARY'S COLLEGE, MIDDLEXEX, AND WORKED (1958-60), 
WITH COMMISSIONER FOR NORTHER NIGERIA IN LONDON AT STUDENTS' 
WELFARE OFFICE. 

2. MADE A SENIOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO NORTH NIGERIA GOVERNMENT 
IN 1960, DURLONG VISITED U.U. FROM APRIL TO JUNE 1961 UNDER 
SPONSORSHIP OF CARNEGIE CORPORATION OF NEW YORK TO OBSERVE CIVIL 
SERVICE PROCEDURES OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND STATE OF MINNESOTA. 
FROM 1962 TO 1966 HE SERVED AS PERMANENT SECRETARY OR ACTING 
PERMANENT SECRETARY IN THE FEDERAL MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION AND 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


3. IN 1968 DURLONG WAS APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO THE NETHER- 
LANDS, AND IN 1973 AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN. HE PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS 
TO PRESIDENT LEONE ON MAY 7, 1976. DURLONG HAS A RATHER 
DOUR APPEARANCE, BUT HE WARMS UP TO THOSE HE HAS MET SEVERAL 
TIMES. HE IS WESTERN ORIENTED BUT GENERALLY APOLITICAL. IN 
CONVERSATION HE CAN BE OUTSPOKEN, BUT HE VOICES DISAGREEMENT 
SOFTLY. DURLONG IS REGARDED AS A MAN OF CHARACTER AND HONESTY. 
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A ROMAN CATHOLIC, HE IS MARRIED WITH AT LEAST THREE CHILDREN. 
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